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The Language Workshop: What 

We Do 

Oral and Written Presentations in Swedish and 

English 

Students 

• consultations 

• lectures 

• general advice 

• courses 

Teachers 

• collaboration 

• participation in teacher 

training events 



Consultations 

• What can we help students with? 

• How to make an appointment 

• Feedback 

We are free of charge for all students at the university! 



Locations 

 

• *The English Park Campus  

 

• Biomedical Center  

 

• Blåsenhus  

 

• *Ekonomikum  

 

• *The Ångström Laboratory 

  



Students with Reading- and 

Writing Disabilities 

• Tutor specialized in 

reading- and writing 

disabilities                                              

• Individual solutions based 

on the student’s needs  

• Special computer 

programs                                                    

and other aids 

• Workshops 

Photo: Magnus Hjalmarsson 



Scriptor 

http://scriptor.sprakverkstaden.uu.se 

A tool for developing students’ academic 

writing skills 

Authentic student texts tagged with comments explaining 

what makes these texts well-written. 



Contact Information 

Website: www.sprakverkstaden.uu.se 

Make an appointment:  

sprakverkstaden@kvk.uu.se 



                The Writing Process 

1. Pre-Writing 

2. Writing 

3. Post-Writing 

What Am I  

Supposed To Do? 

Collecting  

Material 

Selecting  

Relevant Material 
Outlining 

Revising Printing Editing 

Formulation  

(Publishing) 



1. Pre-Writing 

What Am I  

Supposed To  

Do?  

• purpose 

• topic 

• audience 

• time 

• brainstorming 

 

Collecting Material 

• secondary sources 

• lectures 

• experience 

• the Internet 

• interviews 

/experiments 

Selecting  

Relevant  

Material 

• sections  

• themes 

• strategies 

      - developing 

      - shortening 

      - removing 

Outlining 

 
 

• genre 

• structure 

       



2. Writing 

Shaping Thoughts and Ideas  

into a Text 

Sentence 

structure 

Structure, 

Content  

Context: purpose, audience, 

text type 

Spelling, grammar, 

punctuation, styles of 

documentation 

The Text 

Triangle 



3. Post-Writing 

Revision 

 

Content 

Structure 

 

Other readers 

Printing 

 

 

Editing 

 

Grammar 

Spelling 

 

 

 

 

 

(Publishing) 

 

 

Letting Your Text Rest 



“think of your project not as solitary work but as a 

conversation with sources whose work you read 

and with those who will in turn read your work”  

The Craft of Research, Wayne 

Booth et al (7) 

Characteristics of Academic 

Writing 



Characteristics of Academic 

Writing 

Analysis 

Clear structure 

Precise and clear language  

Clear presentation of evidence 

Secondary sources 

Objectivity  



“think of your project not as solitary work but as a 

conversation with sources whose work you read 

and with those who will in turn read your 

work”  

The Craft of Research, Wayne 

Booth et al (7) 

Writing for an Audience 



Who are you writing for?  

What are the needs and expectations 

of your audience? 

Writing for an Audience 

Photo: Mikael Wallerstedt 



Writing for an Audience 

This is a poem about the difficulties of love. 

There are three main obstacles to finding true 

love. First of all, … 



Writing for an Audience 

Reading is like making a journey! 

Be the tour guide: provide your 

readers with a road map to your 

text. 



Writing for an Audience 

Tie Your Text Together:  

Tell Your Reader How to Read Your Text 

Make Your Structure Visible: 

    The following section will discuss  

    three aspects of….  

 

    There are two reasons why … First of  

    all … Secondly, … 



Writing for an Audience 

Tie Your Text Together:  

Tell Your Reader How to Read Your Text 

    In addition, … 

    However, … 

Use Transition Words: 

Note! In order for transition words to work, you 

need to have a structure already! Transition 

words cannot create a relationship. 



Using Language to Guide the 

Reader 



Using Language to Guide the 

Reader 

The ambition is that the child should be reunited with her 

parents as soon as possible, having taken the child’s well-

being into consideration. The child should not be in 

authority care longer than necessary. It is important that the 

child and her parents have close contact during the time in 

care. The social services may not circumscribe the parent-

child relationship without strong reasons for doing so.  



Using Language to Guide the 

Reader 

The ambition is that the child should be reunited with her 

parents as soon as possible, having taken the child’s well-

being into consideration. As a result, the child should not 

be in authority care longer than necessary. It is also 

important that the child and her parents have close contact 

during the time in care. In other words, the social services 

may not circumscribe the parent-child relationship without 

strong reasons for doing so.  

Adapted from Klarspråkstestet, Språkrådet, www.sprakradet.se/testet/ 



Metacommentary 

On the one hand,…  On the other hand,…  

More importantly, … 

In conclusion, … 

Having discussed the development of X, let us now turn 

to Y. 

The focus in this section will be on the development of X. How  

this development relates to Y will be dealt with in the next  

section. 



Levels in a Text 

Title 

Subheading 

Text = paragraphs 

Subheadings = road directions 

The title/subheading should reflect the 

content of the text/section. 



The Paragraph 

What is a paragraph? 



The Paragraph 

What is a paragraph? 

A paragraph is a group of related sentences 

about a main idea. 
     --Judith Lambert 



The Paragraph 

What is a paragraph? 

A paragraph is a group of related sentences 

about a main idea. 
     --Judith Lambert 



Paragraph = 

Topic sentence +  

Supporting sentences 

The Paragraph 



The Paragraph 

There are two things you should keep in mind when 

buying a new car. First of all, you need to decide 

how much you want to spend on it. It is important to 

set a price limit before you start looking around for a 

car. Secondly, you should consider what you need 

the car for. This will help you decide what type of car 

you should get.  



The Paragraph 

There are two things you should keep in mind when 

buying a new car. First of all, you need to decide 

how much you want to spend on it. It is important to 

set a price limit before you start looking around for a 

car. Secondly, you should consider what you need 

the car for. This will help you decide what type of car 

you should get.  



The Topic Sentence 

• Captures the essence of the paragraph – 

foregrounds what is most important (and 

therefore works as a ”map”). 

• Is often, but not always, the first sentence of 

the paragraph. 

• All the other sentences of the paragraph 

should relate to the topic sentence, and 

develop what was expressed in it. 

 



The Topic Sentence 

In Yu et al.’s study, 76 % of the participants 

stated that daily exercise relieved their pain. In 

Smith et al., 84 % of the participants reported 

this effect. In Hoes et al., the largest study to 

date in this field, no connection was found. 

Example without topic sentence: 



The Topic Sentence  

Several studies have focused on the correlation 

between exercise and pain relief. In Yu et al.’s 

study, 76 % of the participants stated that daily 

exercise relieved their pain. In Smith et al., 84 

% of the participants reported this effect. In 

Hoes et al., the largest study to date in this field, 

no connection was found. 

Example with descriptive topic 

sentence: 



The Topic Sentence 

The correlation  between exercise and pain 

relief remains unclear. In Yu et al.’s study, 76 % 

of the participants stated that daily exercise 

relieved their pain. In Smith et al., 84 % of the 

participants reported this effect. In Hoes et al., 

the largest study to date in this field, no 

connection was found. 

Example with analytical 

topic sentence: 



The Topic Sentence 

The correlation  between exercise and pain 

relief remains unclear. In Yu et al.’s study, 76 % 

of the participants stated that daily exercise 

relieved their pain. In Smith et al., 84 % of the 

participants reported a similar effect. However, 

no connection was found in Hoes et al., the 

largest study to date in this field.  

Example with analytical 

topic sentence: 



critical thinking   criticize 

Critical Thinking 



critical thinking   criticize 

criticize 

critique 

to express one’s disapproval about 

someone/something 

a detailed discussion of the problems 

and strengths of something ( e.g. a 

political ideology, a book, or a 

scientific study 

Critical Thinking 



What is the author trying to accomplish? Is s/he 

arguing for something? Discussing something? 

Describing something? 

What is the main claim or thesis of the text?  

Are the claims that are made valid? Why or why 

not? 

Is there sufficient evidence to support the author’s 

claim?  

Critical Thinking 



Critical Thinking 

Where was the study published? 

What examples are being used? Are they valid? 

What sources/references have been used? 



Critical Thinking 

Critical thinking  active, reflective thinking 

In order for the reader to be able to critically 

read a scientific text, the author has to 

carefully describe what has been done and 

why it was done in a certain way. 

Road map 



Critical Thinking 

Example:  In the present study, 13 boys aged 

6 to 13 were asked to perform a 

memory game. 

Why boys only? 

Why 13 boys? 

It is not enough to tell your readers what you 

have done; you should also explain why the 

study has been conducted in this way. 



Thank you! 


