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News recall
 The 6.3 magnitude quake in L'Aquila devastated the 

city and killed 309 people.
 Six Italian scientists and an ex-government official 

have been sentenced to six years in prison over the 
2009 deadly earthquake

 Earthquakes are complex, makes accurate prediction 
of them virtually impossible.

 The "prediction" of the Haicheng quake was therefore 
just a lucky unrepeatable coincidence.

 Public thought their prediction should be accurate.



Joke?  Prediction?
 Mayan apocalypse: the end of the world 2012-12-21? 
 I don’t know, but I heard from a stranger in the street?
 Or I can’t say now, later (after it happens) I will tell you.
 Or it will happen definitely, maybe in a second, maybe 

in hundreds of years.
 Or I don’t know, it’s the life.
 Or I make a prediction for money.



To say or not to say?
 What to blame?

1. Wrong predictions cause only panic for public (there’s 
no catastrophe, but claims one).

2. Wrong prediction on a catastrophe.
3. There could be a catastrophe, but in order to avoid 

panic, I don’t speak out.

Where’s the threshold?
In what frequency?
Damage and panic?



Doctor in prediction
 A doctor has a patient with stomach pain, do the 

doctor need to call patient saying that you’re going to 
die anyway, while most of his stomach pain patients 
have no problem later.

 What happens if the doctor is on vocation, and his 
patient suddenly dies?  



Doctors and scientists
Scientists
 Lack of predict abilities
 Predict a catastrophe
 Wrong prediction—more 

victims

Doctor
• Young doctors
• Make a diagnosis
•One case– one victim

How to predict an earthquake?
Lots of phenomenon

How to predict pregnancy?
If you are tired and can eat

much than before, or you have a sickness.

Always 
happen 

everywhere, 
meaningless!



Earthquake in USA



reference
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-

14991654
 http://i24.photobucket.com/albums/c2/Davis1950/Bu

sh%20-%20Cheney/
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-20025626
 http://weaselzippers.us/2011/03/11/climate-change-

fanatics-blame-japan-earthquakes-tsunamis-on-
global-warming/
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