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Protagoras 

Plato’s famous dialogue-The Protagoras, like many of his others, is a portrayal of Socrates’s 
conversation with one of the great Sophist Protagoras in the house of Callias. When 
Protagoras pays visit to the city of Athens, it was fortuitous occasion for younger Athenians 
like Hippocrates as he wishes to be his disciple to acquaint with his knowledge and wisdom. 
The dialogue commence as Hippocrates requests Socrates to introduce him with Protagoras 
and affirms that he has willingness to match his wisdom in any cost. Although Socrates 
believes, that Protagoras is going to bring harm to Hippocrates by turning his soul evil; he 
agrees to go to Protagoras. Socrates inquires to Protagoras about what he is teaching to young 
Hippocrates who is desirous to get acquaintance of him. In response, Protagoras proclaims 
that he teaches goodness and ultimate virtue so that student become better and better every 
day. Socrates carefully objects Protagoras by putting his disbelief regarding good and virtue 
are either teachable.  Protagoras opposes to Socrates’s challenge by exemplifying a long story 
about the creation of living animals by the gods. Humans lack the ability to fight against 
predators (other animals) and live as scattered individuals, so are bestowed with ideologies of 
justice and respect among each other in the communities. The communities are enriched with 
the fundamental distribution of civic arts translating them into social behavior for all 
members.  

Protagoras further elaborates the realm of punitive justice based upon the virtue. He believes 
that it is illogical to punish a culprit for his past wrongdoings, as this cannot undo the crime 
but punishment is used to correct them for future and make them good. In a consequence, 
Protagoras gives very extensive speech about how one’s everyday life teaches goodness, to 
which Socrates also gets his agreement. Both of them reach to the conclusion that good can 
be learned in a collaborative nature. Following up, in his description of goodness, Socrates 
elaborate it into virtuous wisdom, courage, justice, virtue and temperance and claims that 
good is not its only entity. Protagoras contradicts this ideology based on his belief that it is 
possible to achieve good even in the absence of other virtues. He argues by citing a poem that 
many things that appear good to one may not actually feel good because it is not found in 
physical pleasure of the moment rather it is found in wholeness of the soul taking pain and 
hardship to reach there. Socrates responds to this by stating that being good is actually 
different than becoming good as later comprises of hardship taking impulses and lusts from 
someone driving to get satisfaction. Once good is achieved, soul becomes strengthened which 
keeps good from getting wicked. Further, Socrates intensify the discussion by bringing 
Knowledge as a virtue that entails all together and keeps from reverting back to unvirtuous 
condition. Courage without knowledge is stupidity and courage without wisdom is also 
silliness. Protagoras no longer wanted discussion rather praised Socrates for his mindful 
arguments. In conclusion, both agrees at least, to that Good is teachable and more importantly 
Knowledge is most teachable virtues of all.  


